
 JOHANNES RIEHL (JOHN RIEHL, SR) 1815-1901 

 Johannes Riehl was born at one o’clock in the morning on 11 December 1815 in the 
 small town of  Jockgrim  , located in the Germersheim  district of the Southern Palatinate. 
 The Palatinate had been under French occupation since 1796, but was granted to the 
 Kingdom of Bavaria by the Congress of Vienna in June 1815 after Napoleon’s defeat at 
 Waterloo. Johannes was the fourth of eight children born to Johannes Riehl (born 14 
 January 1781) and Catharine Elisabeth Hoffmann (born 20 December 1785). He was 
 christened the following day in  St. Dionysius Church  in Jockgrim: 

 Johannes met a local girl 
 whose family had lived in 
 Jockgrim for a few 
 generations named Catharina 
 Schwein. She was the 
 daughter of Franz Michael 
 Schwein and Apollonia 
 Brutzer, who was originally 
 from Minfeld. 
 They had a son in 1840 
 whom they named after her 
 father: Franz Michael Riehl, 
 born on the 31st of May. 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Jockgrim,+Germany/@49.0858649,8.2705635,14z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x4797aa937504fc07:0x422d4d510db5de0!8m2!3d49.0927824!4d8.2742902
https://www.google.com/maps/place/St.+Dionysius/@49.0876536,8.283727,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x4797aa94b7668d3d:0xca9606bcd3d7326e!8m2!3d49.0876536!4d8.285921


 Johannes would marry Catharina Schwein on 24 January 1841: 

 The wedding had to be 
 filled with great 
 sadness, as Johannes’ 
 father, Johannes the 
 elder had passed 
 away four days earlier 
 and had just turned 60 
 years of age. 



 Johannes was a farmer and a day-laborer. In March of 1841, He and Catharina 
 purchased a half share of her father’s property at auction, which included the rear half of 
 both the dwelling house and the basement, the rear half of the barn with stable, the 
 shed with the first pigsty and the front half overhang on the back pigsty. The lot 
 contained nearly 9,129 square meters (2.25 acres) of farmland and common property 
 included the middle pigsty, the threshing floor and the driveway. They continued to live 
 with her father, Franz Michael Schwein at Ludwigstraße 131 for another couple of years 
 until his passing on 27 March 1843. Catharina’s mother, Apollonia, had passed away in 
 1834. 

 1840 hausplan and present-day aerial view of Jockgrim. 



 The home belonging to Johannes’ parents is located at Ludwigstraße 74 and was 
 auctioned off in June of 1841 after the passing of Johannes the elder: 

 Johannes and Catharina had eight children, four of whom were born in Jockgrim. They 
 are: 

 1)  Franz Michael Riehl, born 31 May 1840 
 2)  Helena Riehl, born 22 December 1842 



 3)  Johannes Riehl, born 28 October 1845 

 4)  Anton Riehl, born 19 May 1848 



 The 1840s were years of hardship in Jockgrim. Bad harvests in 1841 and 1842 had 
 raised the prices of grain and potatoes to the point they were more rare on kitchen 
 tables than meat or butter. Famines had occurred in 1846 and 1847. War had ravaged 
 the region during the  German Revolutions of 1848-1849  .  Many residents were forced to 
 look at relocating to other nations like Algeria in North Africa and America. 

 Johannes’ father 
 passed away just 
 days before his 
 wedding, and his 
 mother, 
 Catharine 
 (Hoffmann) 
 would pass away 
 in March of 
 1848. 
 <<<<< 

 Catharina (Schwein)’s parents had both passed, and there was very little holding them 
 to their town now gripped in poverty.  In the summer of 1850, the Riehl family slipped 
 away in secret with 600 Florins to their name (equivalent to $9,278 USD in modern 
 currency). They traveled to Le Havre, France and boarded a ship bound for America 
 named “Old England”. They arrived at the port of New Orleans, Louisiana on October 
 29. 

 They sailed up the Mississippi River and settled in Apple Creek Township in Cape 
 Girardeau County, Missouri. The area had already been established by fellow 
 Jockgrimers with family names like: Biehle, Braun, Ochsenreither, Burkbuchler, Roll, 
 Gebhart, Reis, Katus, Schloss, Wingerter, Weixel, Schmitt, and Goldate. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/German_revolutions_of_1848%E2%80%931849#The_Palatinate


 John Riehl was granted a 40 acre parcel in NW Cape Girardeau County in  Hildersheim  : 
 The Riehls had four more children who were born in Missouri: 

 1)  Catherine Riehl, born 27 April 1851. 
 2)  Maria Riehl, born 1856. 
 3)  Joseph Riehl, born 13 March 1858. 
 4)  Andrew Riehl, born 6 March 1860. 

 The St. Maurus Parish in Biehle, MO where they attended was founded in 1870, 
 therefore records are not available prior to this. 

 The family is found in the 1860 US Census for Apple Creek Township in Cape 
 Girardeau County: 

 The only member of the family not listed here was their firstborn son Franz who was 
 known as either Frank or John Frank and had moved up to St Louis. He married Ann 
 Murphy and they had 6 children: Thomas Frank, or Frank Jr. (born in 1869); Mary 
 (1870); Katherine (1872); John Joseph (1876); Jeremiah (Jerry) J. (1878); and Annie 
 (born and died in 1881). 

 Cape Girardeau County conducted a census in 1868 and the family is recorded here 
 with the exception of Frank and Helena. 

 Helena married Vincent Leible in 1864 and remained in Apple Creek Township where 
 they had 9 children:  Agnes (1865); Rosalie Katherine (1866); John Moritz (1867); Maria 
 Helena (1869); Anna Barbara (1871); Josephina Cecilia (1873); Emma Johanna (1875); 
 Vincent Wendelin (1877); Louis Anton (1879). 

 Anthony, who would have been 19 at the time, and Joseph, who would have only been 
 10 also aren’t listed here: 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Hilderbrand,+Apple+Creek+Township,+MO+63747/@37.575625,-89.8627477,3544m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x8877e621c20c07cb:0xe161b23bdc9027b9!8m2!3d37.5756089!4d-89.8539929


 The 1870s brought joy and sorrow. Three of their children were married: 

 Catherine Riehl married August Ruch on 10 November 1874. They would have 10 
 children: Elisabeth (1875), August (1876); Helen (1878); Theresa (1880); Anton 
 Friederich (1883); Isadore Maurus (1885); Addlehite (1887); Maria Catherine (1889); 
 William (1892); and Barnhart (1894). 

 John Riehl Jr married Mary Clay on 21 March 1878. They would have 8 children: 
 Caroline (1878); Joseph (1880); Leo John (1881); Josephine (1884); Anna (1886); 
 Elizabeth (1887); Andrew (1890); and Louise (1893). 

 Anthony Riehl married Susan Hutchins on 20 July 1879. They would have 8 children: 
 John (1880); Vincent Leonard (1884); James Glen (1886); Victor (1888); Mary Linetta 
 (1890); Susan Mary (1892); Florence Elizabeth (1894); and Ada (1895). 

 John and 
 Catherina’s 
 daughter Maria died 
 on 18 December 
 1872 at the age of 
 16. 

 The matriarch of the family, Catharina died at the age of 57 on 3 September 1874. 
 Their son Joseph, who was 16 years old, died eight days later on 11 September 
 (according to his headstone). The church record indicates he passed (or was buried) on 



 14 October. 

 By 1880, the family consisted of John Sr, who was now 65, Andrew, who was 20, and 
 John Jr and his wife Mary, with their daughter Caroline and son Joseph, all living under 
 the same roof, still in Apple Creek Township. 

 The Riehl men here were still farmers and John Jr also divided his time as a stone 
 mason. By this time John Sr had 15 grandchildren: 9 by Helena, 2 by John Jr, 3 by 
 Catherine, and 1 by Anthony. 

 His daughter Helena would pass away on 4 March 1886. Her husband Vincent 
 preceded her in death in 1880. At the time of her passing she left behind 9 children from 
 ages 20 to 6. 

 His firstborn son Frank would pass away on 17 February 1890. His wife Ann preceded 
 him in death in 1884. 

 His son Andrew would marry on 27 May 1890 to Francisca Schulte. They would have 
 two sons, but Francisca would die in 1894 at the young age of 35. 
 Andrew would marry again on 6 March 1896 to Catherine Clay and they had three 
 children, two girls and a boy. 

 John Sr wrote his last will and testament at the age of 80 on 6 February 1896. In it he 
 leaves the following after his passing: 



 I request 
 that my 
 oldest son 
 Frank in 
 St Louis, 
 MO shall 
 have 
 $100. 
 I also 
 request 
 that my 
 daughter 
 Helena 
 Libel shall 
 have 
 $100 
 and I also 
 request 
 that my 
 son John 
 Riehl 
 shall have 
 $200 
 cash and 
 all other 
 personal 
 property 
 that I may 
 own at my 
 death 
 consisting 
 of 1 bed 
 (?) and 
 clothing 
 and it is 
 also my 
 request 
 that my 



 son Anton Riehl of Perry County shall have $100. 
 It is also my request that my daughter Catherine Ruch of Bollinger County shall have 
 credit for $150 that I have paid her and her husband August Ruch and pay to my son 
 Anton afore mentioned our note that I hold against them $50 
 and it is also my request that my youngest son Andrew Riehl shall have $100 after my 
 death. 
 I appoint my son John Riehl, Jr executor of this my last will, revoking any former will by 
 me made and I authorize and empower my said executor to collect all outstanding debts 
 and as he thinks is advantageous to my estate except in satisfaction less than the full 
 amount thereof. 

 He was unable to write and left a mark on the will next to his written name. 

 In the 1900 Bollinger County census, John Sr is listed as a boarder in the Alkemeyer 
 residence who lived next door to his son John Jr in Whitewater Township. 

 John would live into the 20th Century, but passed away on  27 May 1901  and was buried 
 in the  St Maurus Cemetery  in Biehle the following day where most of his immediate 
 family is laid to rest. He was 85 years old. 

 In August 1903 the final settlement of John’s estate was made. Heirs would include his 
 children John Jr., Andrew, Anton, and Catherine. The children of Frank and Helena 
 would also share in the inheritance. The estate was worth $956.49. After a debt to 
 Morris Biehle was paid in the amount of $645.12, the balance to be distributed to the 
 heirs only amounted to $311.37: 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/45129784/john-riehl
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Saint+Maurus+Cemetery/@37.6030959,-89.8454744,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x8877e87b091bc325:0xdb2aa1fd4f7b920e!8m2!3d37.6030959!4d-89.8432804
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